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shows that there must have been a large demand for
a medium of exchange. Under the old Czars, how-
ever, the taxes were paid in kind, until the Greeks
introduced the system of cash payment.

War was, of course, the favourite pursuit of the
Bulgarian monarchs, although they sometimes con-
tented themselves for long periods with the mimic
warfare of the chase. The love of fighting, now
much less conspicuous in Bulgaria, was before the
long Turkish domination, the chief characteristic of
the people. We find Bulgarian mercenaries in many
lands during this period, but they were of little use
in sieges ; in guerilla warfare among mountains they
were pre-eminent. Their love of booty became pro-
verbial, but they spared the lives of their Christian
prisoners. Yet in time of peace there was profound
respect for those ancient customs, which took the
place of any regular code of law. The ancient
Slavonic practice of making the whole village re-
sponsible for the offences of any of its inhabitants,
in case the culprit had escaped punishment, existed
in Bulgaria. The u Golden Bulls " of the Czars were
very elaborate documents, and the ordinances of the
Church are often mentioned. Traces of representa-
tive institutions are to be seen in the assemblies of
the two classes of nobles or boljars, great and small,
and the various grades of clergy. These gatherings
were held for two purposes, the election of a Czar,
when there was no lineal descendant of the last ruler,
and the punishment of heretics. Three of the Czars
owed their throne to this method of election. The
masses had no voice in the proceedings, for old